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Church Pears

The church on our street has a big parking lot. On a 
patch of grass at one end is a pear tree. The church lot and 
its tree are our playground.

Most days there are no cars in the lot. On those days,  
my brother and I ride our bikes around and around. But our  
favorite thing is to climb the church pear tree. We have  
climbed that tree a hundred times.

In the summer we help ourselves to the green pears.  
They never taste like the sliced pears that come in a can or  
the ones our mother buys at the store. They always taste  
sour. My brother spits on his pears. Then he wipes them on  
his shirt before taking a bite. I just eat mine as is.

We used to bring the green pears home, but we don’t  
anymore. The last time we brought some home Mom threw  
them in the garbage. Mom says the pears are sprayed with  
bug poison, and if we eat them we’ll get sick. But we have  
eaten plenty and never gotten a tummy ache.

We never eat the pears we find on the ground. Once I  
picked one up and found it covered with tiny ants. 
Sometimes we throw the fallen pears in high arcs across the  
lot, trying to see who can throw the furthest.
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Pay Phones
Do you know what a pay phone is? In the old days  

when people were not home and wanted to make a phone  
call, they had to use a pay phone. There were no cell  
phones back then.

A pay phone was long, black and silver. It was about  
the size of a large shoe box. Most pay phones were in front  
of stores or on busy streets.

Some pay phones were inside a tall glass box with a  
door. You had to step inside to use the phone. When you  
closed the door, you did not hear much noise. The person  
you called could hear you better because of the quiet.

To make a call, you put coins into a slot in the phone. 
You could talk for only a few minutes. If you wanted to  
talk longer you had to put in more change.

A phone call made to someone in another town was  
known as a long-distance call. To make a long-distance  
call, you dialed zero to speak to an operator. The operator  
would tell you how much change to put into the coin slot. 
Sometimes you had to put in a whole pocketful of dimes  
and quarters.
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Puppy Love
A puppy needs love and care just like a baby. The  

most important thing a puppy needs is to get his shots from  
the doctor.

These are a few other things a puppy needs: a leash,  
food dish, dog food, a brush and a small cage.

A puppy needs to be trained. You need to take your  
puppy outside to play. They need to move around.

A puppy can go to the bathroom inside or outside. If  
you put newspaper on the floor in the house you can train  
him to go to the bathroom on it.

A puppy will need lots of toys to chew on. If he has  
toys to chew on then he won’t chew up everything in your  
house. Puppies’ teeth are growing, and they need to chew  
on things to make them stronger.

Baths keep your puppy clean. After he has a bath, you  
can brush him. This will make him feel good.

If you leave the puppy home alone, you should put  
him in a cage so that he does not mess up your house. Your  
puppy may cry if you leave him alone. When you come  
home, he will be happy to see you.


